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The Fundamentals of Applied Linguistics:
Communication Through Language

CHAPTER FOUR



Activity





The study of the sound system of languages 

Phonology

• Rule-governed
• Systematic with predictable patterns
• Phoneme is the smallest segment of sound to distinguish two words.
• International Phonemic Alphabet (IPA) is a set of symbols that linguists 

use to describe the sounds of languages. For example:

• The sound of /p/ in English has three different variants, the aspirated [p] 
in ‘pit’, the unaspirated in ‘shopping’ and the unreleased in ‘stop’. 

• These variants are called allophones.
• The same symbol is used to represent all the variants of /p/ for English.



The place of articulation for each sound from front to back in the mouth, the pairing of sounds via 
their voicing properties, and whether air passing through the vocal tract stops or continues:

English Consonants



The process of devoicing in L2 learning is one kind of transfer or interference
from a first language (L1).

Other examples of pronunciation challenges:

The two affricate sounds, /tʃ/ and /dʒ/, can be challenging for ELs, for example, 
‘batch’ and ‘badge’. Also, the distinction between the affricate, /tʃ/ and the 
fricative, /ʃ/, as in ‘cherry’ and ‘sherry’ can be difficult to pronounce for Spanish 
speakers. 

Voiced and Voiceless Pairs

Some languages, such as Spanish and German, devoice consonants word-finally. 



A minimal pair consists of two words having two minimally contrastive sounds in 
the same position in a word.

Examples:

Minimal Pairs: Listening and Speaking



Vowels are produced with no airflow obstruction, but always involve the tongue 
and vocal folds in their production. (The simplest vowel system is found in some 
dialects of Arabic, with only three vowels.) Tense vowels are long and lax vowels 
are often called short vowels.

English Vowels



Suprasegmental is a feature of speech that can include length, 
stress, pitch, intonation, and tone. 

Suprasegmentals

• Length can be a natural occurrence. 
• Stress, or the intensity or loudness 

of the airstream, occurs at the 
syllable level.

• Pitch is the frequency of vibration 
of the vocal cords. 

• Patterns of frequencies are called 
intonation. 

• Tonal languages are those where a 
difference in pitch of a vowel in a 
syllable represents a different 
phoneme. 





MORPHOLOGY

The processes by which words are 
created and modified

Morphemes are the smallest 
units of meaning in a 
language. There are six types:

• Free
• Bound
• Lexical

• Nonlexical
• Derivational
• Inflectional 

English Morphemes: 



• Derivational morphemes are affixes (e.g., prefix/suffix)

Derivational Morphemes



Latin- (L) and Greek- (G) Based Stems/Roots

Root and Stems



Inflectional morphemes change what a word does in terms of grammar, 
but do not create a new word. English has few inflectional morphemes, 
which is actually a problem for many ELs.

Inflectional Morphemes of English: 

Inflectional Morphemes



• ELs experience developmental errors just as native English speakers 
do. The learnability rule is a two-part explanation of why Spanish 
and Italian inflectional systems are easier to learn than those of 
English. 
• Part A: One form to one meaning is learned earlier than one 

form to many meanings.
• Part B: One meaning to one form is learned earlier than one 

meaning to many forms. 
• Language learners create rules to apply to new situations.

Learnability Rule



Seven main sentence types using the 3rd person verb ‘buy’ in the 
present tense. Note how the verb is altered across the sentence types.

English Verb Morphology





Syntax is the structure, or grammar, of language, consisting of rules, principles, and 
processes. To understand structure, review the categories: lexical and functional.

SYNTAX



1. Universals in Word Ordering - The order 
subject/verb/ (object) (SVO) is the 
canonical, or typical, order. 

2. Case Marking - A manner of categorizing 
nouns, pronouns, adjectives, participles, 
and numbers according to their 
traditionally corresponding grammatical 
functions within a given phrase, clause, 
or sentence.

3. Order of Elements in Phrases – Typically, 
the noun, verb, adjective, and 
prepositional phrases usually follow the 
same pattern. 

4. Prescriptive Grammar Rules - the 
grammatical rules taught in school are 
prescriptive in that portray how the 
language actually works.

Some Basics of Syntax





The branch of linguistics that studies changes in meaning and the principles that 
govern the relationship between words and their meanings

SEMANTICS



Denotation and Connotation

• Denotation

Presented in dictionary 
definitions

• Connotation

The emotional or imaginative 
association surrounding a word



Recognizing the semantic role of noun phrases can help readers, including 
ELs, better understand the connections among various parts of a sentence.

Semantic Roles and Relations

At the word level:



Semantic Roles and Relations, cont.





Pragmatics is the branch of 
linguistics that studies how 
people use language by 
looking beyond the literal 
meaning of an utterance 
and considering language as 
an instrument of 
interaction.

The context of pragmatics 
can include setting, roles, 
and relationships of people, 
and shared history and 
assumptions.

PRAGMATICS



Dialects and bilingualism – Many people speak 
more than one language or dialect. This means 
they have multiple grammar structures in their 
heads. Different dialects/languages operate 
according to different rules.

Child language socialization is a process of 
helping children participate in various linguistic 
discourses of home and neighborhood. These can 
be part of the often-hidden aspects of culture.

Language functions (speech acts) include such 
acts as greeting, promising, requesting, 
negotiating, asking and answering questions, 
talking back, teasing, and lying, to name a small 
subset of those used in a North American context.

Other Aspects of Pragmatics to Consider



Review these resources:

Interactive IPA Chart

Center for Applied Linguistics

https://www.ipachart.com/
https://www.cal.org/

