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Understanding the Florida Consent Decree 

CHAPTER ONE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a brief overview presentation with links and resources on ELs with learning disabilities – Chapter 1/Preparing the Way: Teaching ELs in the Pre-K – 12 Classroom

https://unsplash.com/photos/eJx43ng-fTU


English learners (ELs) fastest-growing population 
in Pre-K-12 classrooms

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Research shows that the English learner population is increasing; yet teacher training is lacking across the nation. In 2012-2013, there were 4.85 million ELs in U.S. schools, comprising nearly 10% of students in U.S. public schools (Ruiz Soto, Hooker, and Batalova, 2015).  ELs are the fastest-growing student population in the country, growing 60% in the last decade, as compared with 7% growth of the general student population (Grantmakers for Education, 2013). Source: https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/what-you-need-know-about-ells-fast-facts



“No state shall make or enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the 
United States; nor shall any state deprive any person of 
life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor 
deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal
protection of the laws.”

http://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/amendmentxiv

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 14th Amendment focuses on due process and equal protection. Cases related to English learners are based on the due process and equal protection rights of the 14th Amendment. 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/amendmentxiv


League of United Latin American Citizens 
(LULAC) et al. vs. State Board of Education 

(August 1990)

Source: http://www.fldoe.org/aala/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Florida Consent Decree addresses the civil rights of ELs, foremost their rights to equal access to all educational programs; it provides a structure that ensures the delivery of comprehensible instruction, and the expectations for all teachers and personnel.

http://www.fldoe.org/aala/


 civil rights of ELs
 equal access to educational programs

In addressing these rights, the Decree ensures delivery of 
comprehensible instruction. There are 6 sections: 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Consent Decree is the result of a class action suit filed by Multicultural Education, Training, and Advocacy, Inc. (META) on behalf of a coalition of eight minority rights advocacy groups in Florida, including LULAC, and a number of students. The 2003 Stipulation Modifying the Consent Decree requires additional training in ESOL for school administrators, school psychologists, guidance counselors, as well as those seeking ESOL certification. 



 framework for 
compliance with 
federal and state laws 
for English learners

 300+ languages spoken  
in Florida public 
schools

Source:  Florida Department of Education

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ELLs in Florida FLDOE: http://www.fldoe.org/academics/eng-language-learners/index.stml The Consent Decree is Florida’s framework for compliance with the following federal and state laws and jurisprudence regarding the education of ELs.

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/eng-language-learners/index.stml


• Title VI and VII Civil Rights Act of
1964

• Office of Civil Rights
Memorandum –
Standards for Title VI 
Compliance, 1970

• Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973

• Lau v. Nichols, 1974

• Equal Education Opportunities Act
of 1974

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Protocol for identification, assessment, and teaching of ELs is well established in Florida. Teacher educa- tion programs provide ESOL-infused coursework and clinical field experiences. The Florida Consent Decree addresses the civil rights of ELs; foremost are their rights to equal access to all educational programs, and it provides a structure that ensures the delivery of comprehensible instruction and the expectations for all teach- ers and personnel. The 2003 Stipulation Modifying the Consent Decree stipulates additional training and requirements for educators. 



• Vocational Education
Guidelines, 1979

• Castañeda v. Pickard, 1981

• Plyler v. Doe, 1982

• Americans with Disabilities
Act (PL 94-142)

• Florida Education Equity Act,
1984

Framework for compliance with…

http://www.fldoe.org/aala/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The ESOL Endorsement may be completed by either 300 master plan points (MPP) or 15 college semester hours in the following areas: Methods of Teaching ESOL, ESOL Curriculum and Material Development, Cross-Cultural Communication and Understanding, Applied Linguistics, and Testing and Evaluation in ESOL. 

http://www.fldoe.org/aala/


 Definition of English language 
learner (ELL)

 Identifies participants in ESOL 
committee

 Writing of LEP plan 

 Identify and assess ELLs

 Continuous assessment 

Source:  http://www.fldoe.org/aala/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Definition of an ELCommittee members (teachers, ESOL staff, parents, etc.)Written LEP planSurvey Questionnaire:Is a language other than English used in the home?Does the student have a 1st language other than English?Does the student most frequently speak a language other than  English?Continuous Assessment (regardless of funding)Note: The term LEP is used in the Decree to refer to ELs (ELLs).

http://www.fldoe.org/aala/


1. Is a language other than 
English used in the home? 

2. Does the student have a first 
language other than 
English?

3. Does the student most 
frequently speak a language 
other than English?

“YES” to any question determines eligibility 
in the ESOL program.

3 Questions on Florida’s Home Language Survey:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Every state collects data through a Home Language Survey completed for every student newly enrolled in public Pre-K-12 schools. In this way, ELs are identified and assessed on their English language proficiency. 



• Home Language Survey to 
collect data by state

• New students enrolled in 
public Pre-K-12 schools 
complete Survey

• Based on responses, English 
learners (ELs) 
identified/assessed on 
English proficiency 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Florida Home Language Survey: 



…at English proficiency level, academic achievement, and 
for any special needs 

…English language instruction, instruction in subject 
areas, AND equal/comparable to native English speakers 

For every 15 ELs speaking the same language, 
in a public school, there is 1 ESOL trained teacher.

Part II: Equal Access to Appropriate Programming

Source:  http://www.fldoe.org/aala

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ELs are entitled to appropriate programming at level of English proficiency, level of academic achievement, and any special needs. ELs have equal access to English language instruction, instruction in subject areas, which is understandable to the students given their level of English proficiency, AND equal and comparable to that provided to native English speakers. Required:Districts submit ESOL Plan every 3 yearsProvide credit to ELs in English for ESOL �courses Provide credit to ELs in subject areas through �ESOLFor every 15 ELs speaking the same language, �there should be 1 ESOL trained teacher at the school.

http://www.fldoe.org/aala


Equal access to programs appropriate to 
academic needs without regard to level of English 
proficiency

Data maintained by FLDOE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ELs are entitled to equal access to all programs appropriate to their academic needs, such as compensatory, exceptional, adult, vocational or early childhood education, as well as dropout prevention and other support services, �without regards to their level of English �proficiency. ELs take FSA Testing, and data are maintained by FLDOE. 



Part V: Monitoring Issues

FLDOE monitors school districts on compliance pursuant to 
federal and state law and regulations

By Bureau of Student Achievement through Language 
Acquisition

Program compliance, equal access, and review of program 
effectiveness

Complaints are investigated within 60 days

Source: Florida Department of Education

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Florida DOE is charged with monitoring of local school districts to ensure compliance with the provisions of the Consent Decree pursuant to federal and state law and regulations including Section 229.565, Florida Statutes (Educational Evaluation Procedures) and Section 228.2001, Florida Statues (Florida Educational Equity Act). This monitoring is carried out by the Bureau of Student �Achievement through Language Acquisition (SALA).FLDOE monitors program compliance, equal access, �and review of program effectiveness.Complaints are to be investigated within 60 days.                                                  (Source: Florida Department of Education)



Teacher training through college 
coursework or district in-service

Decree sets standards for 
delivering ESOL instruction

ESOL training includes integration 
of ESOL in teacher education 
programs equivalent to 300 hours

Part IV: Personnel

Source: Florida Department of Education

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teachers may obtain the necessary training through university coursework or through district in-service training. The Consent Decree details specific requirements for ESOL certification and in-service training and sets standards for personnel delivering ESOL instruction. Training includes 300 hours in ESOL Methods, Curriculum, Testing, Linguistics, and Culture or �a university plan of infused ESOL course work such as USFSM Initial Teacher Preparation Program.     (Source: Florida Department of Education)



• Pre-K - 6 Teachers =  300 hours
• K-12 ESE Teachers =  300 hours
• 6-12 Language Arts Teachers =  300 hours

Florida ESOL Endorsement Requirements:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Website for ESOL requirements in Florida: http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7502/urlt/0071749-mnellf.pdf

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/eng-language-learners/consent-decree.stml


FLDOE addresses equal 
access and program 
effectiveness

Evaluation system collects 
and analyzes data on 
progress of ELLs 

Source:  http://www.fldoe.org/aala/

Part VI: Outcome Measures

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Florida DOE is required to develop an evaluation system to address equal access and program effectiveness. This evaluation system collects and analyzes data regarding the progress of ELs and includes comparisons between ELs and the non-ELs regarding retention rates, graduation rates, dropout rates, grade point averages, and state assessment scores. Required: Annual written summaries to FLDOEProgram effectivenessStaff TrainingEL (LEP) parental involvementSchool practices, etc. Source: Florida Department of Education)

http://www.fldoe.org/aala/


Teachers who pass ESOL certification exam must still 
take 120 hours of ESOL training for ESOL certification 

Stipulation Modifying Consent Decree

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If a teacher passes the ESOL certification exam, s/he still must take 120 hours of ESOL training to be ESOL certified. School Administrators, Psychologists, and Guidance Counselors must have 60 hours of ESOL training.

http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7582/urlt/0064484-stipulation.pdf


Florida ESOL Endorsement Training:  
• Administrators = 60 hours 
• Psychologists = 60 hours 
• Guidance Counselors = 60 hours 

(formerly 18 ESOL hours required)

Stipulation Modifying Consent Decree

Presenter
Presentation Notes
2003 Stipulation Modifying Consent Decree: http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7582/urlt/0064484-stipulation.pdf



Bureau of Student 
Achievement through 
Language Acquisition

Consent Decree

Policy Linking 
Language Policy to 
Practice for ELs

Florida DOE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Resource links

http://www.fldoe.org/aala/
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/eng-language-learners/rules-legislation.stml
http://www.alliance.brown.edu/tdl/policy
http://www.fldoe.org/


English Language 
Learners

ELLevation

Florida CPALMS 

Florida Literacy Coalition 

@esolinhighered.org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are a few resources that teachers in Florida should be acquainted with early on in their educational studies. 

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/eng-language-learners/index.stml/
https://ellevationeducation.com/home/default
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/
https://floridaliteracy.org/literacy_resources__teacher_tutor__esl.html
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/eng-language-learners/


ESOL INTEGRATION 
CURRICULAR MODEL

The EICM was purposefully 
aligned to the 1990 
requirements of the Florida 
DOE for pre-service teachers 
at Florida Atlantic University. 
It was the first program to 
address the legislation. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The EICM proved to foster equitable opportunities for all students. It was designed to be an eclectic mix of theories, strategies, and approaches that included constructivism, anchored instruction, situated cognition, and cognitive flexibility. 



Advocacy
Activity

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Chapter 1 of Preparing the Way: Teaching ELs in the Pre-K – 12 Classroom includes 6 activities to support concepts covered in the chapter.



Review these resources:
Colorín Colorado

National Clearinghouse for English Language Acquisition

https://www.colorincolorado.org/
https://ncela.ed.gov/
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