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Presentation Notes
This is a brief presentation with links and resources on English learners. This covers Section One: INTRODUCTION in the textbook.

https://he.kendallhunt.com/search?search_api_views_fulltext=govoni
https://he.kendallhunt.com/search?search_api_views_fulltext=govoni


Policies, Practices, and Professionalism: 
ESOL Federal and State Legislation 

Introduction 

CHAPTER ONE

https://unsplash.com/photos/6sl88x150Xs


English learners (ELs) are the 
fastest-growing population 

across the nation.
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Presentation Notes
Research shows that the English learner population is increasing; yet teacher training is lacking across the nation. In 2012-2013, there were 4.85 million ELs in U.S. schools, comprising nearly 10% of students in U.S. public schools (Ruiz Soto, Hooker, and Batalova, 2015).  ELs are the fastest-growing student population in the country, growing 60% in the last decade, as compared with 7% growth of the general student population (Grantmakers for Education, 2013). Source: https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/what-you-need-know-about-ells-fast-facts

https://unsplash.com/photos/CYlPykF-qAM


Number of English 
learners (ELs) increasing in 
schools

By 2025, 1 in 4 = EL

 Spanish is top language

Most ELs born in U.S. 

In the U.S.A. 
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Most ELs – more than 70% – speak Spanish. However, as a group, ELs speak nearly 150 languages (Baird, 2015), and the most common languages spoken by students vary by state. For example, in 2012, there were five states where Spanish was not the primary language: Alaska (Yupik), Hawaii (Ilokano), Montana (German), Maine (Somali), and Vermont (Nepali) (Batalova and McHugh, 2010b). You can download a fact sheet here: https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/top-languages-spoken-english-language-learners-nationally-and-state

https://www.edweek.org/leadership/the-nations-english-learner-population-has-surged-3-things-to-know/2020/02#:%7E:text=English%2Dlanguage%2Dlearner%20enrollment%20in,schools%20learning%20the%20English%20language.
https://counseling.steinhardt.nyu.edu/blog/english-language-learners/


ESOL Teacher Training Needed 
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Not every state requires training in ESOL in teacher preparation programs. “At least 28 states provide for specific qualifications or pre-service and in-service training and professional development for general classroom teachers in statute or regulation” (https://reports.ecs.org/comparisons/50-state-comparison-english-learner-policies-10).

https://unsplash.com/photos/1-aA2Fadydc


All educators are responsible for preparing 
students for the global workforce.
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All students deserve an equitable education -- gifted, special needs, SLIFE, ELs, and mainstream students. A one-size-fits-all model does not work. Ask students to name strategies, etc. they have observed.



• Teacher as Communicator
• Teacher as Educator
• Teacher as Evaluator
• Teacher as Educated Human 

Being
• Teacher as Agent of     

Socialization 

https://www.esolinhighered.org/

Fillmore and Snow (2002) 

Your Opinion: Rank Order for Importance
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Presentation Notes
Although this is not a recent article by Lilly Wong Fillmore and Catherine Snow (2002), it is still referred to in the field as their emphasis is on what all teachers need to know about language in supporting non-English speakers in the classroom. The activity will support teacher candidates in critically thinking about the role of the teacher and the acquisition of another language. Ask students to define the 5 factors in their own words. Rank order from most important to least important and explain/justify their rankings. (Note: There is not one “right” answer. Their explanations will be revealing.)

https://www.esolinhighered.org/
http://people.ucsc.edu/%7Ektellez/wong-fill-snow.html


• ESSA: President Barack Obama, Dec. 2015

• Replaced: NCLB, 2001

• Initial law: Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA, 1965)

• Equity, accountability, assessment, 
process for identifying ELs and English 
proficiency

Available at:: https://www.ed.gov/ESSA

ESSA: Every Student Succeeds Act
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ESSA was signed into law by President Barack Obama on December 10, 2015.  

The Act replaced the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act, 2001. 
The initial law was the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA, 1965), which sought for equal opportunities for all students. 
Criteria under ESSA include: equity, accountability, and assessment. An annual assessment with an entrance and exit process for identifying ELs and their English proficiency is required. The Act is available at:: https://www.ed.gov/ESSA



https://www.ed.gov/ESSA


ESOL Resources

• National Clearinghouse 
for English Language 
Acquisition (NCELA)

• ED Data Express
• Data.Ed.gov
• National Center for 

Educational Statistics
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English learners are the fastest growing population across the nation in P-K public schools. The links provide data on ELs by grade level and by state. 
Research shows the need for more training opportunities. 

https://ncela.ed.gov/
https://eddataexpress.ed.gov/
https://data.ed.gov/
https://nces.ed.gov/
https://www.languagemagazine.com/2020/05/27/feds-lay-out-rules-for-english-learners-during-closures/


Ways to Support English Learners from Diverse 
Cultural Backgrounds: WIDA
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Check out the WIDA Can Do Descriptors to support ELs across all grade levels (https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/can-do/descriptors).



• 1868 United States Constitution
– 14th Amendment

• 1964 Civil Rights Act - Title VI

• 1974 Equal Educational
Opportunities Act (EEOA)

• 1974 Supreme Court Case –
Lau v. Nichols

• 1981 Federal Court Case --
Castañeda v. Pickard

Legislative Acts and Court Cases in Support of ELs
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1868 United States Constitution – 14th Amendment: No person shall be denied protection of the laws of the U.S.

1964 Civil Rights Act - Title VI: No person shall, on the grounds of race, color or national origin, be denied the benefits  of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal  financial assistance.

1974 Equal Educational Opportunities Act (EEOA): Appropriate measures to overcome language barriers which may impede participation in  school programs must be taken.

1974 Supreme Court Case - Lau v. Nichols: Giving all students the same desks, books, teachers, and lessons does not mean that  they have equal opportunity, especially if students do not speak English.
1981 Federal Court Case -- Castañeda v. Pickard: 5th Circuit Court established a three-part test to determine if school districts are in  compliance with the EEOA of 1974.




• 1982 Supreme Court Case -
Plyler v. Doe

• 1987 Federal Court Case -
Gomez v. Illinois

• 2002 No Child Left Behind
Act (NCLB)

• 2015 Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA)

Legislative Acts and Court Cases (cont.)
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1982 Supreme Court Case - Plyler v. Doe: Schools cannot deny students access simply because they are undocumented (illegal).

1987 Federal Court Case - Gomez v. Illinois: State Educational Agencies must comply with the three-point test established in Castaneda v.
Pickard.

2002 No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB): President George W. Bush signed into law this act in which states were required to test  students in reading and math in grades 3–8 and once in high school. Federal funding for  states was dependent on student progress.

2015 Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA): ESSA was signed into law by President Barack Obama on December 10, 2015. It replaces  NCLB. The initial law was ESEA which sought for equal opportunities for all students. Criteria  of ESSA include equity, accountability, and assessment. It can be found at:  https://www.ed.gov/ESSA.




Read: Section One
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Presentation Notes
The purpose of the text is to prepare teacher candidates/current teachers to effectively teach ELs in any state. Chapter One is about Ms. Miller, a 3rd grade teacher in Florida with 7 ELs in her class. Scenarios show her navigating the process in her classroom as it pertains to legal aspects. 



Find more resources @esolinhighered.org 

Classroom Activities
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What resources, policies, and laws are in your state regarding the teaching of ELs? This is one of 65 activities found in the text: Preparing the Way: Teaching ELs in the Pre-K-12 Classroom (4th ed.) Kendall Hunt Publishing (2021) to motivate and teach pre-service teachers/current teachers in the mainstream classroom who teach ELs of varied levels of English proficiency. Website: https://he.kendallhunt.com/product/preparing-way-teaching-els-prek-12-classroom-4

https://he.kendallhunt.com/product/preparing-way-teaching-els-prek-12-classroom-4


Acronyms for students whose primary language 
is not English: 

CLD

DL, EL, ELL

ESOL

LCD, LEP, LES

SLL

SLIFE
NEP, NES
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There are so many acronyms for speakers whose first language is not English: CLD, DL, EL, ELL, ESL, ESOL, LCD, LEP, LES, NEP, NES, SLIFE, SLL. Google to find even more! Ask students to guess what these might stand for (e.g., Students with Limited or Interrupted Formal Education). 




Resource Kit of Major ESOL Court Cases (pp. 7-11) 

Review these resources:
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Ask students to read about the Major Court Cases and Laws related to English learners in textbook. 
Then, to explain one court case and how it plays a role in teaching ELs. (Hint: Students especially enjoy Activity 1.3 on page 33.)
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