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Speaking to learn is a means for 
increasing and deepening knowledge 

across all content areas. 

http://esolinhighered.org 



Á introduce the role of oral language in the 
classroom;

Á show its importance in literacy development 
for ELLs;

Á highlight that  all teachers play a major role in 
literacy development; and

Á model strategies  to encourage ELLs to talk and 
communicate more effectively.
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This presentation will ļ
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hǊŀƭ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ Χ

All students need to talk . . .

and need interesting things to talk about.

Source: National Institute for Literacy
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/LearningtoTalkandListen.pdf

https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/LearningtoTalkandListen.pdf


http://esolinhighered.org 

Make an Appointment 

Make an appointment with someone 
you do not know who is sitting across 
the room.

Write his/her name down in the chosen 
time slot on your Appointment Agenda.
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WŜǊƻƳŜ .ǊǳƴŜǊ όмфуоύ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΥ Ψproficiency 
in oral language provides children with a 
vital tool for thought. Without fluent and 
structured oral language, children will find 
ƛǘ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪΦΩ

Source: http://www2.ed.gov/programs/readingfirst/2008conferences/language.pdf

http://www2.ed.gov/programs/readingfirst/2008conferences/language.pdf
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Á Children typically have a vocabulary of approximately 
5,000 words by the time they are five years old.

Á By 1st grade mostchildren understand approximately 
10,000 words.

Á ELLs useabout 1000 words by the time they start 
school at age five. 

Sources: 
Anglin,1993, cited in Siegler,& Alibali, 2005 http://languagedevelopment.tripod.com/id17.html; Evans, 
(2014) Applying Literacy Strategies for ELs in the Classroom; LEAP -Language Enhancing (2012).

Did you know . . .?

http://languagedevelopment.tripod.com/id17.html
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VLŦ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƻǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 
ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴŘŜŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ 
are encountered in print.

VReading vocabulary grows out of oral vocabulary.

VSchool signals the beginning of formal academic 
literacy. 
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1. Take turns drawing prompts from the bag.

2. Read your prompt to the group.

3. Respond to your prompt.    
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üOral language development does NOT mean teaching children to

speak as much as improving their ability to talk or communicate 

more effectively.

üELLs require daily opportunities to learn and practice oral English 

to support  their literacy skills. 

üClassrooms play a prominent role in the socialization and 

development of conversational fluency.

Sources: Evans, L. (2014); Zang, H., & Alex, N.K., 1995; The Education Alliance: Teaching Diverse Learners 
(2012).
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üWhen students have experiences that more 
closely mirror the cultural expectations of the 
school, the path to literacy is already paved.

üELLs must have oral language abilities as a 
foundation for understanding print.

Source: Evans, L. (2014) Preparing the Way.
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The Importance of Oral Language 
Development in the ESL/ELL Classroom: 

YouTube(4:27-Ballard and Tighe):
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9cL7Cbk5Lss

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9cL7Cbk5Lss
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9cL7Cbk5Lss
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Appointment 

Time for our 9:50am appointment!
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Social Interaction Theory ςVygotsky

Ç Learners are participants actively negotiating meaning.

Ç Language development is both biological and social.

Ç Relationships between individuals and their worlds 
happen through participation and collaboration with 
others. 

http://books.google.com/books/about/The_Essential_Vygotsky.html?id=tmwgBAAAQBAJ
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Cummins (2003) identified three dimensions of language 
proficiency:
Á Conversational fluency
Á Discrete language skills
Á Academic language proficiency 

Together these form the linguistic framework 
necessary for school achievement. 

Source: Evans, L. (2014). Preparing the Way.
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National Early Literacy Panel
Strong Predictors of Success in Reading, Writing, & Spelling

üOral Language (Listening, Vocabulary)
üPhonological (Phonemic) Awareness
üAlphabet Knowledge
üConcepts About Print
üInvented Spelling
üWriting Name
üRAN (Rapid Automatic Naming)
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What we do know is that oral 
languageis the most important 
predictor of success in reading.


