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V i s u a l i z a t i o n

Linguistics is easy.
Linguistics is fun.
Linguistics is logical.



Essential Question:

What should you know about the 

Past Tense Rules in English in 

order to effectively serve ELs?



PHONOLOGY: Past Tense Rule 
Phonology is the study of how the sounds of a given 
language are organized.

For example, what is the rule for the formation of regular past 
tense verbs in English?

If you answered, “Just add –ed,” you would only be partially 
correct.  Do you know why?  

What is the topic of this unit of study?  PHONOLOGY

Adding –ed to the end of a regular present tense verb in 
English is a SPELLING rule, not a PHONOLOGICAL rule.



PHONOLOGY:  Past Tense Rule 
First transcribe the following verbs in their present tense form.

laugh

chuckle

Analyze the PRESENT tense 
form of the verb “laugh.”
• “Laugh” ends in /f/.  

• What kind of consonant is 

/f/? 

• Is /f/ voiced or voiceless?

a labio-dental fricative

voiceless

Analyze the PRESENT tense 
form of the verb “chuckle.”
• “Chuckle” ends in /l/.  

• What kind of consonant is    

/l/? 

• Is /l/ voiced or voiceless?

an alveolar liquid

voiced



PHONOLOGY:  Past Tense Rule 

“Laughed” ends in /t/.

• What kind of consonant is 

/t/? 

• Is /t/ voiced or voiceless?
an alveolar stop

voiceless

• “Chuckled” ends in /d/.  

• What kind of consonant is    

/d/? 

• Is /d/ voiced or voiceless?

an alveolar stop

voiced

Now transcribe the past tense form of each verb.

laugh laughed

chuckle chuckled



PHONOLOGY:  Past Tense Rule 

Notice that when a present tense verb ends in a voiceless 
consonant, the past tense marker is also voiceless.

Now transcribe the past tense form of each verb.

laugh laughed

chuckle chuckled

wish / wished     ask / asked     wrap/ wrapped   toss / tossed  

nab / nabbed    gag / gagged    hum / hummed    turn / turned  

And, when a present tense verb ends in a voiced consonant, 
the past tense marker is also voiced.



PHONOLOGY:  Past Tense Rule 
Transcribe the present tense verbs; 

then add the past tense symbol.



PHONOLOGY:  Past Tense Rule 
Transcribe the present tense verbs; 

then add the past tense symbol.



PHONOLOGY:  Past Tense Rule 

There is one more part to the past tense rule:  
verbs that end in /t/ or /d/ require the past tense ending 

/d/



For Animated Phonetics 
Check out the following world-class website to view 
animated graphics showing the production of the 
sounds of English.  Place and manner of articulation 
are presented for consonants, vowels, and 
diphthongs.

University of Iowa Phonetics

http://www.uiowa.edu/~acadtech/phonetics/

http://www.uiowa.edu/%7Eacadtech/phonetics/


PHONOLOGY:  Past Tense Rule 

Now state the rule for the formation of the past tense of 
regular English verbs:



PHONOLOGY:  Past Tense Rule 

Now state the rule for the formation of the past tense of 
regular English verbs:



Try your new skill by translating the 
following joke:

ðə tɑko bɛl tʃəwawɑ ə dobərmən ænd ə bʊldɒg ɑr ɪn ə dɒgi
bɑr hævɪŋ ə kul wən wɛn ə gʊd lʊkɪŋ fimel kɑli kəmz əp tu
ðɛm ænd sɛz:  huɛvər kæn se lɪvər ænd tʃiz ɪn ə sɛntəns
kæn tek mi hom

so ðə dobərmən sɛz: aj ləv lɪvər ænd tʃiz
ðə kɑli rəspɑndz: ðæts nɑt gʊd ənəf

so ðə bʊldɒg sɛz: aj het lɪvər ænd tʃiz
tu ðɪs ðə kɑli sɛz: ðæts nɑt krietɪv

fajnəli ðə tɑko bɛl tʃəwawɑ sɛz: livər əlon … tʃiz majn



Now try this one …
nidɪŋ tu ɪnkris ɪts rɛvənuz ə mɑnəstɛri goz ɪntu ðə
fɪʃ ænd tʃɪps bɪznəs ænd bɪkəmz notəd fɔr ɪts
kwɪzin

let wən najt ə trævələr nɑks ɑn ðə dɔr ænd ə mæn
ɪn ə rob spɔrtɪŋ ə fəni hɛrkət opənz ɪt

əpɑn siɪŋ hɪm ðə trævələr æsks –
ɑr ju ðə fɪʃ frajər

ænd ðə robd mæn hu opənd ðə dɔr rəplajz—
no ajm ðə tʃɪp məŋk. 



Transcription Interpretation

What do you think might be the native language of the ELL 
who recorded this passage?

What appear to be his or her major pronunciation difficulties 
with English?



CONGRATULATIONS !

You’ve earned yourself 
a trip to the beach . . .
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