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Linguistics 1s easy.

Linguistics 1s fun.
Linguistics 1s logical.



Essential Question:

What should you know about the
Past Tense Rules in English in

order to effectively serve ELS?




PHONOLOGY: Past Tense Rule

Phonology is the study of how the sounds of a given
language are organized.

For example, what is the rule for the formation of regular past
tense verbs in English?

If you answered, “Just add —ed,” you would only be partially
correct. Do you know why?

What is the topic of this unit of study? PHONOLOGY

Adding —ed to the end of a regular present tense verb in
English is a SPELLING rule, not a PHONOLOGICAL rule.




PHONOLOGY: Past Tense Rule

First transcribe the following verbs in their present tense form.
laugh  |oef
chuckle tfakal

Analyze the PRESENT tense | | Analyze the PRESENT tense

form of the verb “laugh.” form of the verb “chuckle.”

e “Laugh” ends in /f/. e “Chuckle” ends in /I/.

« What kind of consonant is « What kind of consonant is
/fl? a labio-dental fricative /II? an alveolar liquid

 Is /f/ voiced or voiceless? e Is /I/ voiced or voiceless?

voiceless voiced
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PHONOLOGY: Past Tense Rule

Now transcribe the past tense form of each verb.

laugh  laef laughed laeft
chuckle tfaksl chuckled tfaksld
“Laughed” ends in /t/. e “Chuckled” ends in /d/.
« What kind of consonant is « What kind of consonant is
I/? an alveolar stop /d/? an alveolar stop
e |Is /t/ voiced or voiceless? e Is /d/ voiced or voiceless?

voiceless voiced
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PHONOLOGY: Past Tense Rule

Now transcribe the past tense form of each verb.

laugh  laef laughed laeft
chuckle tfaksl chuckled tfaksld

Notice that when a present tense verb ends in a voiceless
consonant, the past tense marker is also voiceless.

wish / wished ask/asked wrap/ wrapped toss/tossed

And, when a present tense verb ends in a voiced consonant,
the past tense marker is also voiced.

nab / nabbed gag/gagged hum/hummed turn/turned




watch

sass
lick
fluff

pump
woosh

PHONOLOGY: Past Tense Rule

Transcribe the present tense verbs;
then add the past tense symbol.

watf

t

budge badz d
whiz

log

wave

comb

triage



PHONOLOGY: Past Tense Rule

Transcribe the present tense verbs;
then add the past tense symbol.

watch watf ¢ budge badz d
sass ss t whiz wiz d
lick Itk t log og d
fluff fiaf t wave wev d
pump pAmp t comb kom d
woosh wuf ¢ triage triaz d



PHONOLOGY: Past Tense Rule

There is one more part to the past tense rule:

verbs that end in /t/ or /d/ require the past tense ending

L H/
fit fitted fitad
wait waited wetad
educate educated ed3zuketad
flood flooded fladed
wade waded wedad

hoard hoarded hordad
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For Animated Phonetics

Check out the following world-class website to view
animated graphics showing the production of the
sounds of English. Place and manner of articulation
are presented for consonants, vowels, and
diphthongs.

University of lowa Phonetics

http://www.uiowa.edu/~acadtech/phonetics/



http://www.uiowa.edu/%7Eacadtech/phonetics/

PHONOLOGY: Past Tense Rule

Now state the rule for the formation of the past tense of
regular English verbs:

'2. Add /d/

3. Add /ad/



PHONOLOGY: Past Tense Rule

Now state the rule for the formation of the past tense of
regular English verbs:

1. Add /t/ to a present tense verb that ends in a
VOICELESS consonant.

2. Add /d/ to a present tense verb that ends in a
VOICED consonant.

3. Add /ad/to a present tense verb that ends in a /t/
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Try your new skill by translating the
following joke:

0a tako bel tfowawa o dobarmon a&nd s buldpg ar 1n 5 dogi
bar haeviy o kul wan wen o god lokig fimel kali kamz ap tu
d0cm &nd sez: huevar kaen se livar eend tfiz in o sentans
keen tek mi hom

S0 0o dobarmon sez: aj lov livar &nd tfiz
03 kali raspandz: deets nat god anof

S0 02 buldog sez: aj het livar &nd tfiz
tu O1S 09 kali sez: deets nat krietiv

fajnali 0o tako bel tfawawa sez: livar olon ... tfiz majn



Now try this one ...

nidiy tu inkris 1ts revonuz s manasteri goz intu ds
fif &end tfips biznas eend bikamz notad for 1ts
kwizin

let won najt o treevalor naks an da dor &&nd o maen
1N 9 rob sportiy o foni herkat opanz 1t

opan sitn him ds traevalor aesks —
ar ju oo fif frajor

&nd 0o robd man hu opand da dor roplajz—
no ajm s tfip mayk.



Transcription Interpretation

What do you think might be the native language of the ELL
who recorded this passage?

What appear to be his or her major pronunciation difficulties
with English?

foreskor @&n twenti dzirs ago awar fadars bro

fors opan dis kantonon o nu netfon konsivad in
lrvorti &en dedoket tu do prapasifon dee pw men
ar kriet ikwow.



CONGRATULATIONS !

You’'ve earned yourself
a trip to the beach . ..
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