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V i s u a l i z a t i o n

Linguistics is easy.
Linguistics is fun.
Linguistics is logical.



Essential Question:

What should you know about the 

Vowel System of English in order to 

effectively serve ELs?



Glide

roar
rLiquid



The English VOWELS

An English vowel can be either: 
• front, central, or back
• high, mid, or low
• tense or lax



The English VOWELS: HIGH

High vowels are articulated in the top part of the 
oral cavity.  The tongue is often high as well. 

High vowels can be either tense
or lax. Say the word “fit,” then say 
“feet.”  Which word is pronounced 
with greater constriction of the 
facial musculature?

The vowel 
in the word 
“feet” /i/ is 

tense.



The English VOWELS: HIGH

Make a list of 6 words containing a high tense vowel.

Make a list of 6 words containing a high lax vowel.

field  wheel  chico fruit  loops   through 

wind    if    miss       foot    full     could   



The English VOWELS: MID

Make a list of 6 words containing a mid lax vowel.

Make a list of 6 words containing a mid tense vowel.

friend  debt     wonder  hug       log   ball

cane  ate     patient  around     most   goal    

The English Vowels: MID



Make a list of 6 words containing a mid lax vowel.
friend  debt     wonder  hug       log   ball

The English VOWELS: LOW

Make a list of 6 words containing a low vowel. 
(Notice that there is not a tense and lax aspect of low vowels.)

ask relax mad hot   father cot 



Make a list of 6 words containing a mid lax vowel.
friend  debt     wonder  hug       log   ball

Review of Vowels



Make a list of 6 words containing a mid lax vowel.
friend  debt     wonder  hug       log   ball

Review of Vowels

Which symbol corresponds to the middle sound in each 
of the following words?

catch  poach fetch raunchy       peach
pitch       put pooch        Rachel  touch



Make a list of 6 words containing a mid lax vowel.
friend  debt     wonder  hug       log   ball

Review of Vowels



Transcribe the following words:
hope nick ace knee

act help dill friend

goat jump meak noon

ooze pain siege many

rich lash these ink



Transcribe the following words



Make a list of 6 words containing a mid lax vowel.
friend  debt     wonder  hug       log   ball

The English VOWELS: DIPHTHONGS

hi  sky  height        crowd  bough  about         toil  annoy  oink  



Transcribe the following words:
boil couch fright kite

how plough oyster blow

fly vowel blind exploit



Transcribe the following words:
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